4th March 2020

Wednesday Whistle
As we pass the half-way point of the academic year, we remain busy with recruitment and
start the early preparation for September 2020. As such, I’m pleased to signpost a couple
of upcoming opportunities:


In the secondary phase we now seek to appoint a Lead Practitioner for science to join the school
improvement team, commencing 1st September 2020. This would require a two day per week
secondment (0.4 FTE) with the agreement of your Headteacher. For further details please contact Rob Diment.



As you will read later in this edition of the ‘Whistle’ we are extremely keen to ensure that the introduction of Forensic Reading goes well and has impact. As such we now require a ‘Forensic
Reading Lead’ in each secondary school to work as part of a WeST wide team to ensure this exciting initiative is successful.



The next edition of the ‘Whistle’ should see two Primary Headship opportunities advertised.

Best wishes
Rob Haring
CEO WeST

Stronger Together...every child in a great school
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Indoor Athletics
On Thursday 27th February children from the WeST
schools of Sherford, Stowford and Woodlands, as
well as other schools from the Ivybridge Learning Community
attended an Indoor Athletics Festival. 8 schools in total competed in Jumping for Height and Distance, Throwing, Speed Bounce
and Running races as well as Obstacle course.
The Overall winners were Stowford.
Congratulations to all the children and thank you to The
Erme Valley Harriers for supporting us and of course the
ICC Leaders.

The Best Possible Readers
Becoming the best possible reader is important if we are to get the most of our opportunities when
we reach the world of work, and for most, discovering great
literature is rewarding in so many other ways. Coombe Dean
have been helping their pupils’ get the very best help with
their reading via our Accelerated Reader programme.
To further increase our pupils’ progress, the English department at Coombe Dean School is excited to announce that on
Wednesday 4th March, all pupils in Year 7 and 8 will receive
an English reading homework log. The log will include instructions for parents to use Home Connect to track their child’s
progress with Accelerated Reader, and a sticker to remind the student of their reading level. The reading log
will expect students to read for 100 minutes per week (20 minutes reading a day over five days).
Alongside their reading, pupils will be stretching their vocabulary, comprehension and love of literature. Parents will also have the opportunity to leave a comment about their child’s reading and the progress they are
making.

We hope that parents will embrace this opportunity to engage with their son/daughter’s reading in Key Stage
3. We love reading, and hope to bring our children along on the millions of adventures that can be found
within books…
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Students through to European Youth Parliament National Final
For the second consecutive year, Ivybridge Community College Sixth Form students have returned triumphant from the regional European Youth Parliament debate in Exeter.
The Year 12 team consisting of, Eleanor Andrade May, George Flay, Emily Gitlin, James McCarthy-George, Lily
Richards, Kira Tunnicliffe and Anna Wilson, spent the day at Exeter County Hall pitting their wit against five
other schools from the South-West. This involved the attending schools discussing and debating issues in a
civilised manner ending with a vote for whether the motion should or shouldn’t be passed.
Not only did our victors successfully defend their own resolutions on combatting climate change, they also
partook in a wide range of debates, covering such topics as the ongoing conflict in Yemen, encouraging
young people’s interest in politics and restoring faith in the
European Union.
The group were commended on their extensive research and
thorough preparation, their ardent note taking and the
equal representation of the team by each member. It is due
to this adjudication that the septet will travel to Liverpool in
June for the national final, held over four days. From the final, there is subsequent opportunity to advance to Belgium
and represent the United Kingdom.
Primary Schools Gala
On Monday, Woodlands Park entered 2 Year 5/6 teams into the Primary Schools Gala held at the Life
Centre. It was a very well attended event with 24 schools sending up to 4 teams to compete. The boys were
first to take to the pool in the 25m freestyle relay. They won their heat, each putting their all into their
lengths, achieving an impressive time of 1:14.17. Next it was the girls turn who again rose to the challenge
and swam their fastest getting a time of 1:19.82. Both teams were so happy to hear that they had
made the finals and were eager to race again. The boys
went first and had to really dig deep as they were up
against strong competition. The final touch at the end was
so close with 1:13.90 but we didn't know the outcome and
had an anxious wait for the results to be announced once
the girls had raced their final. All swimmers supported each
other, cheering on their team and encouraging each other
which was lovely to see and were all ecstatic when Woodlands was announced as having won the boys race and retaining the trophy for a second year running!
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WeST-wide Wellbeing
It is widely recognised that the pressures of modern home and working life can produce a variety of
triggers which affect our health and wellbeing. WeST is committed to exploring opportunities to
support the wellbeing of all colleagues and one such avenue is the provision of counselling support. Our staff,
governors, trustees and their families have access to free telephone counselling support through DAS; please
see the attached poster for further information. This service is able to provide initial information, advice, and
sign post to other local support services where necessary.

I can see clearly now!
If you use display screen equipment (DSE) for an hour or more at a time, on a frequent basis, you
are technically considered a ‘DSE user’ under the Health and Safety Regulations. This includes the use of PCs,
laptops, tablets and smartphones. You may have seen the recently revised Health and Safety Policy for the
whole of WeST, which is available on the WeST website, within this we have included information on accessing
eye care. As an employer we are able to arrange access to a voucher under our scheme with SpecSavers to
cover the cost of an eye test and a contribution towards DSE specific glasses. The vouchers must be arranged
in advance and are time limited. Should you have any queries or questions please liaise with the HR Team on:
hr@westst.org.uk.
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NOTICE BOARD
Vacancies
The following vacancies are currently being advertised within our organisation:
Buckfastleigh Primary School
 KS1 & KS2 Teachers
https://www.westst.org.uk/news/?
pid=7&nid=2&storyid=81
Chaddlewood Primary School
 KS2 Teacher
https://www.chaddlewoodprimary.plymouth.sch.uk/web/
present_vacancies_and_application_forms/45
730
Heles School
 Exam Invigilators
https://www.heles.plymouth.sch.uk/
category/vacancies
South Dartmoor Community College
 Executive Principal
 Premises Manager
https://www.westst.org.uk/news/?
pid=7&nid=2
Westcountry Schools Trust


ICT Strategic Manager

https://www.westst.org.uk/news/?
pid=7&nid=2&storyid=79
Yealmpton Primary School
 Year 4 Teacher—temporary
https://www.yealmptonprimary.devon.sch.uk/page/?
title=Vacancies&pid=107

Coronavirus Update
All schools are now receiving regular updates on a daily basis
around Coronavirus from the Government and DFE. Schools have
been given clear instruction on how to manage should any of our
staff or pupil be suspected of having coronavirus.
The government also have a nationwide action plan which is on
the link below.
On the attached Public Health England document it states when
you should wash your hands, before handling food, after using
the toilet etc. It also advises on when to self isolate if you have
symptom and or spoken to NHS 111. The second document then
demonstrates how to wash your hands effectively.
If you suspect you have coronavirus you are to call NHS direct on
111 and inform them of your symptoms and any foreign travel
you have undertaken in the last 2 weeks. There is also a online
assessment on the link below. Please do inform your line manager of your condition so the school is aware. The NHS will advise on what you need to do next.
Symptoms to be aware of are flu/cold like symptoms, coughing,
shortness of breath, high temperature
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Job opportunity – In-school Forensic Reading Leads required from
14 April 2020
To support the implementation of Forensic Reading, each secondary school is seeking to appoint an in-school Forensic Reading Lead. Details of this (Job description and person spec) can be
found attached to this Wednesday Whistle email.
If you are interested in this opportunity, please submit a letter
(max 1-side of A4) to your Headteacher by 9:00am on Friday 13
March 2020.
Interviews will take place in each school before the Easter break.
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HOT DATES
Organ Donation in the UK is Changing
From 20 May 2020, organ donation in England will move to an 'opt out' system. You may also hear it referred
to as 'Max and Keira's Law'. This means that all adults in England will be considered to have agreed to be an
organ donor when they die unless they have recorded a decision not to donate or are in one of the excluded
groups. The law is being changed to help save and improve more lives. Every day across the UK, someone dies
waiting for a transplant.
Some useful information is available online at: https://
www.organdonation.nhs.uk/uk-laws/organ-donation-law-in-england/.
The Government is launching an awareness campaign to encourage everyone to record their organ donation decision on the NHS Organ Donor
Register and tell their family and friends what they have decided. If you
would like to speak to somebody about your choices, please call the dedicated line: 0300 303 2094.

Train with Swim England on their two day National Curriculum Swimming training for primary school teachers
and TAs. The course will up skill staff and equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to deliver swimming
lessons in line with the national curriculum.
Venue: Liskeard Leisure Centre
Course dates: Tuesday 5th and 19th May 2020
Course times: 0930 to 1530
Cost per candidate: £100 for Arena members and £160 for nonmembers this includes your £35 certificate and resource pack
BOOKING LINK

Please bring your own lunch. This is a practical course so you will get wet and you need to attend both days
training
Please note: PE Funding can be used to support payment and supply cover for this course
For further information please contact Julie Ponting on jponting@callingtoncc.net

